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"By mlés WIEGHART and PAUL HEALY -

‘»\' ashingten,’ “Nov. 3 (\ews Bur eau)—President Ford went hefore the
American ueople on national teiewsmn tonight to explain the abrupi firing
of two of his top national security advx:ers and the equally sudden mih»-
drawal of Vice President Rockefeller as his 1976 running mate. '

The two actmns-—-—apparently unrelated—caught offi-
ctal Washington by surprxaa and gave rise to rumors of a-].

palace coup” instigated by Secretary of State Kissinger, f
‘qo hag long had his differences with Defense Secretary ;

Jo.mea R. Schlesinger--and C entm} “Intellig

Director. William E: Colby. =+

Issinger denied ~any-.hand in
the firings, which occurred early
vesterday morning’ but only be-
came known late last’ night —
dxvmg rise to the title “the Sun-
day Night. Massacre.” Sources
close  io  Xissinger- fingered
White House chief of staff Don-}!
ald M. Rumsfeld «— Schiesinger’s

'vepxaceme'xt at the Pentagon —j};

es the man oehmd tne dzam_ss—
2]3.. ’ R
Once a Congressman

Rumsxdd, a former congresse
man. from Caicago, who serve
as a presidential counselor <o
. Richard Nixon, telephoned sever-
el key Republican leaders of
Capxto; Hill to deny-that the fir-
ings were his doing.

Besides. Rumsfeld, ” Ford has
tabbed the U.S. representaowe to
Communist China, George Bush,

to replace veteran spy Colby asi. ‘

head of the faction-ridden CiA.
‘Bush’s nominzation was expected

to come under fire from Senate |

Democrats, who  contend that
there i3 no precedent for naming
2 ‘partisanr political figure —
Luah served  as- GOP national |}
chairman’ from 1972° to 1974 —
to head the CIA.

Schlesinger’s dopax‘tnre, while
the txmmcv of - 1t —canght Wash-
ington by surprise, was not en-
tirely .unexpected.
circulated f_or months that he
and Kissinger 4id not see eye to
eve -on a number of..important
Iorewn-pol cy issues.

© .3 Major \iatters
szsmgers .policy- of detente
with the Soviet Union. Rep.
Samue; Stratton (D-Amsterdam)
said Schlesinger, who tarned
zzainst believing Russian!
promises of disarmament, had

Rumors have

* time, however, he kept his Whi

" ;N._ Approved For Release 2007/06/19 CIA- RDP99 00498R000100010172-3 |

ence Ageney ¢ k

been “sacrmced on t‘*e altar of

" detente.”’ -

" o Kissinger’ has been *oushing
;for corapletion of the. Viadivos-
f'ok SALT-2 agreement, but it-is
known that Schlesinger has been |
idragging his  feet, seeking
; fougher terms from the : Rus-
sians.,

Ford and nsmver Had noped
{to complete “the SALT-2° agree-
5.‘ent wiht a politieally - salablé
{tsummit meeting with Soviet
!teader Leonid Brezhnev. by the
*and of this year. But this hax
‘become increasingly - unhke]y,

and the White House and State |
Department feared that the talks
-might run over into the 1976
eiection year. If that happened,
they would have: to. be ‘put off
until 19(7 the \new of most

“experts. . :
L2 I\.lssmger. and Schle:mver
clashed “over. the - secretary of"
s*ate’s promise of jophlbtlcated
U.S. weapons—including ~Per-
shing missiles — to Israel,”and
of “other American’ miiitary
: equipment to Egypt.

- Schlgsinger, while advocatmo
arms’ for the Israehs,,fealed
that Kissinger - was drawing
upon supplies "needed for the
U.S. forces in' Europe and else-
where. He also was believed. to

in the intrizues, emerged as. the:
‘thres showmen o£ the adminis-

‘decision “commen dable

be worried about the prolifera-

tion of naclear- weapons in t}'e
volatile Middle East. .

~7  Pick His Deputy

Kissinger was mot
by the shakcup He was asLed to
guve up his second job as na-
tional security afialrs adviser to
the President, in favor of his
deputy, Air Force Lt Gen Brent
Scowcroft.

Rumsfeld was vlewed on CanIJ
tol Hill as tha bigz winner in the
exchanve, lea*nn" a dead-end
“YWhite House job For a high-vis-
ibility cabinet p05t At the same‘

umoucncd

Tand PRumsfeld’s loyal
epusy, Richard Chenéy, is tak-
ing over Pumafeld’ -old JOb as

shiel

oL )tal.\.

I3 the wake of L‘xe sna\eun
rums’eld, Kissinger and Treas-
ury Secretary William E. Simon,
who apparently was not involved

Al

tra uxon.
Barry I; Happy

’I’he Rock kefelier announcement
mea:-,-d comervame;, who onlys
hours before had been.

a g
hc.r: v cr"uel of the Pre:xfl.erts
for dumping . Schlesinger. Sensi

Barrs Goldwater (L-Amz) andi
Strom: Thurmond (R-S.C.), the

one—tﬂ'o _punch of GOP conserva-

Rockex eller

b ) A

-thoughnt . ‘the -
M. Jackson.: (D~
i3 “seeking the

‘Sen. Henry
“Wash), -who,

Democratic preswdentxal nomina-|
“! tion, thought Ford might “pro-

tect his right flank”. by . offering
former California Gov. Ronaid
Reagan the No. 2 spot“on une
1976 ticket. = i ats
Frank Is Ln‘mgpy
But Reagan, in Florlda, sajd
}'e pad no- desire to -be Ford’s
running mate. “I never “believed
the second spot had a great
boarmv on how people vote,” he
said. “The presidential’ candidate

:Cab

{ gence Committee, viewed Coldy’s!
u~mx>:,al as yet -another effoxt}

- order of t‘xe day S

is the unportant one. ” Reavan is

QAR -~

»[:

2], believed ready. to declare . nisi
sandidacy later bhis month.

for the veplacement . of
at the CIA, this has been
i tne works for some nionths.
Sen, . Frank - ‘Church- (D-Idahe),
chairman of the Senate Intelli-

A3

to trwzm. his pansl's mveshs:a«
tion anc., destribed it as an out—»
7{(0»

Churen said -that Colby- ‘14&«
been a generally eooperative wite?
ness be*ore the. committee and -
pattern . . .-of trvmrr to thwart
the committees work . <. here
‘is no question in my mind but .

what concealment is the new |




